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Welcome!

Dear Conference Attendees:

It’s so great to be back in person! We would like to thank
you for attending the 2024 March Legal Conference. We
are very excited to bring you the most up to date
information on what is affecting our industry today and
hope you have an enjoyable two days!

We continue to improve professional development in the
area of education with your support. If it weren’t for YOU,
education would not be what it is today. Also, we would
like to hear from you! At registration you were given
evaluations for the overall conference and sessions, please
fill them out and return them to registration.

We hope you have a wonderful and relaxing two days and
thank you for your continued support!!

Regards,
ConnCASE Leadership



Keynote Speaker

Attorney Deanna L. Arivett

Deanna consults with clients on day-to-day legal matters and represents clients in litigation at
both the administrative and federal court levels. In addition to legal representation, Deanna also
enjoys providing professional development to school district staff at national conferences, state
conferences, and at the local school level.

Deanna has a valuable combination of professional background and passion for supporting school
systems that allows her to understand and represent the unique needs of school systems. Prior
to her legal career, Deanna obtained a Master’s of Arts degree and an Educational Specialist
Degree in the field of school psychology from Middle Tennessee State University. Deanna then
practiced for six years as a nationally certified school psychologist in public schools in both
Tennessee and Ohio. Deanna’s experience as a school psychologist has provided her with a unique
insight and knowledge of the challenges faced by today’s school personnel.

Furthering her education, Deanna graduated magna cum laude with a Juris Doctorate from the
University of Dayton School of Law. Deanna was the executive publication editor for the
University’s law review and published a comment on the use of restraints in public schools. While
obtaining her legal degree, Deanna clerked for an Ohio law firm that represented over a hundred
public school districts. Deanna worked on a number of legal issues faced by school systems,
including special education, Section 504, ADA, general education, student discipline, employment
law, and board policy. Under an Ohio intern’s license, Deanna also obtained courtroom
experience through her externship with an Ohio prosecutor’s office.

Upon completion of her legal degree, Deanna went into private practice as an attorney with the
Law Office of Melinda Jacobs PLLC (LOMJ). As an attorney with LOMJ, Deanna was mentored by
a renowned special education attorney, Melinda Jacobs, and gained experience in consultation,
trial preparation, litigation, and professional development in the legal areas of IDEA and Section
504. These experiences have prepared Deanna to provide unparalleled services to her clients.



Thursday, March 7, 2024

8:00am Breakfast & Registration

9:00am Welcome & Introductions

9:15am Keynote Speaker: Attorney Deanna Arivett: The Year's Top Special Education Cases
10:45am BREAK

11:00am Keynote Speaker (contd.)

12:00pm LUNCH

1:00pm Keynote Speaker: Attorney Deanna Arivett: Staffing Shortages

2:15pm BREAK

2:30pm Keynote Speaker: Attorney Deanna Arivett: Section 504

4:00pm Networking Reception with our Vendors - PRIZES WILL BE GIVEN OUT !

(all attendees will be given a ticket at registration - must be present to win)

Friday, March 8, 2024
8:00am Breakfast

9:00am Welcome & Introductions
CT State Department of Education Updates

9:15am Panel Discussion: Connecticut Legal Issues/Hot Topics
Moderator: Katharine Gabrielson, ConnCASE Past President
Panelists: Peter J. Maher, Attorney — Shipman & Goodwin, LLP; Mike McKeon, CSDE Director of Legal and
Governmental Affairs, Michelle Laubin, Attorney -Berchem Moses, PC and Alycia Trakas, CT SDE.

10:15am Break

10:30am Panel Discussion: Connecticut Legal Issues/Hot Topics
Moderator: Katharine Gabrielson, ConnCASE Past President
Panelists: Peter J. Panelists: Peter J. Maher, Attorney — Shipman & Goodwin, LLP; Mike McKeon, CSDE
Director of Legal and Governmental Affairs, Michelle Laubin, Attorney -Berchem Moses, PC and Alycia Trakas,

CT SDE.
11:30am New Solutions K 12 Presentation - Nate Levinson
12:15pm Lunch with our Vendors

1:00pm Adjourn




2023 - 2024 ConnCASE Board of Directors & Representatives

President:

Past President/
Legislative Co-Chairperson:

President-Elect/

Professional Development Chair:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Region 1 Representatives:

Region 2 Representatives:

Region 3 Representatives:

Region 4 Representatives:

Region 5 Representatives:

Region 6 Representatives:
Representatives

CASE Representative:

SAC Representative:

RESC Representative:
Membership Chair:

CAPSEF Representative:
Related Services Liaison:
Building Administrator Liaison:
Executive Director:

Association Executive:

Executive Committee

Aimee Turner, Wallingford Public Schools

Kathie Gabrielson, Stafford Public Schools

Nicole O’Connell, Naugatuck Public Schools
Shamim Patwa, Mansfield Public Schools
Patti Hess, Tolland Public Schools

Regional Representatives

Kevin Hollis, Wolcott Public Schools
Katherine Matz, Easton, Redding & Region 9

Wendy Cote, Tolland Public Schools
Laura Zurell, Bozrah Public Schools

Jenn Hoffmann, Hartford Public Schools
Katie Krasula, Simsbury Public Schools

Elizabeth Battaglia, Madison Public Schools (Mentoring Co-Chair)
Jennifer Keane, Region 13 Public Schools

Mary Edo, Orange Public Schools

Meghan Pogonelski, Oxford Public Schools

Tracy Edwards Weston Public Schools

Michael Rizzo, Westport Public Schools (Mentoring Co-Chair)
Yvette Goorevitch

Josh Martin, East Haddam Public Schools

Sarah Moon, LEARN

Seamus Cullinan, Farmington Public Schools

Karen Helene, Benhaven School

Tom Brant, Amity Public Schools

Joseph Lucibello, West Haven Public Schools

Yvette Goorevitch

Allyson J. Brunetti




Thank you to our Sponsors!

DIAMOND LEVEL

Cartwheel

aa Effective School Solutions

GOALBOOK

SHIPMAN




PLATIMUM LEVEL

Kelly Education

GOLD LEVEL

RELAY 7/

Vendor Table

Connecticut Behavioral Health
CPAC — CT Parent Advocacy Center
Natchaug Hospital
Rethink Ed
SERC
Solterra Academy

Seagull Speech & Language Services LLC



It's
Personal

Relationships fuel success.
We earn your trust by
taking your success
as personally as you do.
However you define value,
Shipman delivers.

SHIPMAN | A

Shipman is proud to support the
ConnCASE Legal Issues Conference

-

We have over 50 years of experience, and represent over 100 public school
districts, as well as public school member organizations and associations,
on the broad range of legal issues that school districts confront.

Education is a core focus of our law firm.
www.ctschoollaw.com
Contact: Peter ). Maher, Partner | 860.251.5507

Shipman & Goodwin LLP

Connecticut | New York | www.shipmangoodwin.com § X in




Cartwheel

Every student deserves mental health
care. No walitlists.

Cartwheel is the trusted mental health partner
to schools and families. We work with school
districts to deliver rapid access to affordable,
evidence-based mental health care to students
and families, including:

0 See a licensed therapist within 7-10 days
of referral from a school counselor

1-1 therapy, psychiatric evaluations,
med management, and family therapy

Psychoeducation and skill-building
workshops for parents and families

Collaboration with school staff to support
students at school and at home

Interested in exploring a partnership for your district?

Review the FAQs on the next page and email our School
Partnerships Manager, Maggie Andrulis, at
maggie@cartwheelcare.org. We can launch partnership
throughout the school year and would love to explore

opportunities with you.

Learn more at www.cartwheel.org




GOALBOOK Toolkit

Build teacher capacity to design
and implement specialized
instruction aligned to Connecticut

Core Standards.
-

Goalbook Toolkit is an online tool that empowers educators to develop
higher-quality IEPs and implement them with more effective specially designed
instruction by weaving together the “Golden Thread" of special education.

Identifying Developing Designing
Present Levels IEP Goals Instruction

“I wholeheartedly endorse Goalbook as an indispensable tool for special education professionals. In reviewing
IEPs in my district, it is clear when a teacher uses Goalbook to assist with writing the goals compared to the ones
when it is not used. The program has proven to be a game-changer in the development of measurable goals and
objectives within our IEPs, ultimately leading to improved outcomes for our students. It has fostered collaboration,
enhanced data-driven decision-making, and empowered our educators to provide the highest level of support to
our students with diverse learning needs.”

Elizabeth Battaglia, Ed.D.
Director of Special Education,
Madison Public Schools

To learn more about working About Goalbook

with Goalbook, contact: Goalbook is & community of educators who
empower teachers to transform instruction
Jon Mitchell o0 that ALL students succeed. We blend
District Partnerships pedagogical research and intuitive technology g()albOOkapp‘com
919-672-7380 N our easy-to-use online tools and profezsional

jonm@goalbookapp.com development.




PD for Connecticut Paras

‘ Proactive Behavior Support

‘ Building Relationships

’ Teaching Skills

‘ Educator Wellness

321 Insight’s on-demand and facilitated PD helps
paraeducators better address today’s behavior
challenges and be more effective with students.

321insight.com/contact-ct PARASHARD: @RMINsight




aa Effective School Solutions

Make mental health a priority with a

Multi-Tiered Approach to
K-12 Mental Health

Want to Learn More?

Call Amy Conklin!

Director of District Partnerships
aconklin@effectiveschoolsolutions.com
860.970.2402




