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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Bureau of Special Education  
Mission 

1) Provide leadership to ensure that students 
with disabilities receive a free appropriate 
public education that prepares them for 
college or training, employment, 
independent living, and community 
participation. 

2) Ensure compliance with special education 
laws and regulations. 
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Special Education Bureau  
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Activities (Buckets of Work) 
1: Building Effective Partnership Structures 
                            *Special Education Leadership 
                            *Students (Voice, Independence, Self Advoc.) 
                            *Parents  
                            *Advocates/Attorneys  
2: General Monitoring and Supervision 
                            *17 Indicators 
                            *Compliance/Results 
                            *Differentiated Risk Assessment     
                            *Differentiated Support 
3: Guidance, Funding, and Communications 

 





Partnerships 

• Series of Parent Training- Leadership Series 
• Content designed and approved by:  
                     *CPAC 
                     *Parent Attorneys 
                     *Board Attorneys 
                     *State Department of Ed.  
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State Advisory Council for Special 
Education 

• Chair: Tom Cosker 
• Vice Chair: Jennifer Lussier 

Executive Committee:  
          Tom Cosker (Parent)  
          John Flanders (CPAC) 
          Siobhan Peng (Parent)  
          Meg Walsh (Special Education Director) 
          Jennifer Lussier (Parent) 
          Bryan Klimkiewicz (SDE) (non voting)  
          Jolie Medina (SDE) (non voting) 



State Advisory Council 

4 priorities  
 1. Meaningful Inclusion 
 2. Secondary Transition  
 3. Parent/School Partnerships 
 4. Mental Health/Special Education 
• Vacancy: Public School Teacher 
• 2 student members! 





Parent Forum Next Steps 
• 15 Regional Forums (3 Spanish)  
• Executive Summary/Themes 

– SAC/BSE (Share with ConnCASE)  
• Parent Symposium (May 13, Red Lion Hotel) 

– ConnCASE Collaboration (Simsbury)  
– Keynote (Doug and Joyce Little)/Panel Discussion 

• Breakouts: Parent Guidelines/Dispute Res, Preparing for 
PPTs, Secondary Transition, Assistive Technology  
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Youth Advisory Initiative  

• Application information and questions may 
be directed to:   

Nicole M. Vitale 
Consultant 

State Education Resource Center 
Tel: (860) 632-1485 x234 

Fax: (860) 632-8870 
Email: vitale@ctserc.org 

www.ctserc.org 
 



Youth Advisory 
• New Britain,  
• Easton-Speech Academy, 
• Bozrah,  
• Wilton,  
• Middletown,  
• Clinton, 
• Suffield, 
• Hebron,  
• Simsbury,  
• West Hartford,  
• New Haven,  
• East Hartford,  
• Milford,  
• Bloomfield,  
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Youth Initiative Next Steps 
• Student Focus Groups 
• Student Leadership Training with Non-

Disabled Peers 
• Student Symposium (May 16, CCSU) 
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Sign Up Here 
http://ctspecialednews.org/ 

 

http://ctspecialednews.org/


IDEA Part B Grant Section 611/619    
FFY 2019 / FY 20 

 
* Total preliminary award data for FY20 for Part B 611 Grant last year was a finalized: 
$140,425,382. Flow through of 88% of the funds to LEAs of $123,212,193. 

 
• ONLINE eGRANT - FY 20 IDEA Part B LEA Subgrantee Application  
Posted 3/1/19 and is due 5/7/19 - Site https://connecticut.egrantsmanagement.com  
 
* Video training at Fiscal Resources New: FY 20 IDEA Part B Grant Sections 611/619 LEA 
subgrantee application - Training on the new eGRANT system from 3/6/2019. 
 
* NOTE: LEA MOE Calculator Version 1.3 – available on CSDE website: 
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/Special-Education-Fiscal-RFPs-and-Grants 

 
Monitoring the use of Federal Funds  

• January 1st through December 31st 

• Risk factors monitored throughout the year 
• Risk score - through a combination or singular factors and an LEA’s level of engagement or 

“risk status” is determined. 
 
 
 

 
 

https://connecticut.egrantsmanagement.com/
https://youtu.be/j-CdApiRAp8
https://youtu.be/j-CdApiRAp8
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/Special-Education-Fiscal-RFPs-and-Grants


Prevalence Rate 
Updates 



Students & Students Receiving 
Special Education 

 Student Population Kindergarten – Grade 12:  
 511,367 general education students 
 

 Special Education Population Kindergarten – Grade 12:  
 76,815 students receiving special education (15%) 
 

 Special Education Population Age 3-21 (pre-K to Grade 12) 
 82,336 students receiving special education 3-21 
 72,551 students 6-21 (K through Grade 12) 
 9,785 students ages 3 through 5 (pre-K and K) 
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Connecticut K-12 Special Education 
Prevalence Rate 



Prevalence 



Within Special Education Prevalence 

 



Guideline Review Process 
• Special Education Procedures and Practices Manual 
• School Psychology Guidelines 
• SLD/Dyslexia Guidelines  
• PT Guidelines  
• Speech and Language Guidelines 
• Parent Guide for Special Education  
• Procedural Safeguards 
• AT Guidelines  
• Approved Private Special Education Policies Procedures 

and Standards  
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IEP Revision Process 

• Director Survey 
• Parent Forums 
• Regional Education Feedback Sessions 
• Student Advisory Group  
• State Advisory Council  
• Stakeholder Group 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 







Director Themes 
• PWN, Page 11, Transition (Confusing).  
• Data/system driven rather than individualized 

program. 
• Wordy/congested/difficult to understand/too 

long (easy to make a mistake or overlook a 
requirement)/Portrait instead of landscape. 

• Not parent/student/educator friendly.  
• Progress Monitoring?  
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Parent Themes 

• Access 
• Intimidating Document 
• Confusing/Congested 
• Educational Jargon 
• Space to Capture Parent input 
• Doesn’t track student progress year to year. 
• Training 
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IEP Page by Page 
• Page 1 

– Congested/improve layout  
– Primary disability category 
– Amendment clarification 
– All Dates/documents in one section 

• Page 2 
– Summary inconsistency/input 
– Services should be clear and specific 

• Page 3  
– Confusing  
– Reason for refusal doesn’t make sense 
– Should be simplified 
– Needs a better layout 
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IEP Page by Page 

• Page 4 and 5 
– Better way to document parent/student input 
– Often incorrect, not updated, old data 
– Like student strengths  
– Age appropriate?  
– Gross/Fine motor should be separate 
– Other?  
– Generic Impact of Student Disability 
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IEP Page by Page 

• Page 6 
– Student input should be improved 
– Seems like more of a compliance/formality 
– Should drive goals 
– Format is confusing 
– Course of Study 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



IEP Page by Page 
• Page 7 

– Goal/Objectives (confusing, hard to interpret, 
sometimes don’t change from year to year) 

– Need for measureable goals 
– Grade Level/Compared to Peers/High 

Expectations/Build from year to year  
– How/when are goals mastered 
– Progress Monitoring vs. Progress Reporting 
– Unfriendly format 

• (Eval. Procedure/Perf. Criteria/%,Trials) 
– Need to be individualized (don’t match the goal/objectives) 
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IEP Page by Page 
• Page 8 

– Should be aligned with page 11 
– When/Where/How to implement?  
– Other? 

• Page 9 
– Confusing 
– Changes Every Year  
– Process for determining CTAA 
– Districtwide assessments   

• Page 11 
– Confusing format/flow 
– Who is working with the student? Where? When?  
– Frequency difficult to understand 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



IEP Revision Process 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

• If you would like to provide input on the 
State’s current IEP document, please use the 
following link: 
https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d
o64xmmAgLEMIRv 
 

https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_do64xmmAgLEMIRv
https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_do64xmmAgLEMIRv


External Stakeholder Advisory Group 
Name Role 

Dawn Abrahamson Pre-K Special Education  
Erin Berthold General Education Teacher  
Angela Bucherri-Duran Special Education Teacher 
Patricia Buell Superintendent  
Tom Cosker  State Advisory Council-Parent 
Leander Dolphin Board Attorney  
Scott Esson Special Education Teacher-APSEP 
Bet Gailor Parent Attorney 
Molly Grabowski Physical Therapist 
Jane Hampton-Smith CPAC 
Deborah Hultgren Retired Special Education Director 
Corey Jackson Principal 
Erin McGurk Curriculum/Instruction 
Kim Mearman Director of Pupil Services 
Stacie Melendez Supervisor of Special Education 
Sarah Moon Speech and Language-IEP Trainer 
Steven Proffitt IEP Trainer 
Maria Ramos Parent 
Patricia Sullivan School Psychologist 
Donna Sweeney Occupational Therapist 
Julie Swanson Parent Advocate 
Missy Wrigley Secondary Transition  



Revised Document  
• Portrait not Landscape 
• IEP Sections not Pages  
• Remove information that does not apply to student 

(i.e. transition section due to age of student)  
• Prior written notice  
• Less Congested 
• Improved Flow 

– Present levels (Parent input, strengths, data of 
concern, meaningful impact statement, goal, 
objective, accommodations/related services)  
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IEP Document Revision  
Next Steps 

• IEP Document Revision Advisory Group 
– 2 April Meetings 

• IEP Draft Revised Document June, 2019 
• Public Comment 
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IEP Document Revision  
Questions/Comments 

• Discussion 
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Special Education Procedures and 
Practices Manual  

• All members of school district communities throughout Connecticut 
should have a shared understanding of the legal and regulatory 
requirements for the provision of a public school education and 
specifically, the requirements for the provision of special education and 
related services to eligible students.  This model manual has been 
developed as a resource for all educational stakeholders to assist in 
fostering that shared understanding and continue to improve outcomes 
for students with disabilities. While the use of this manual, in whole or in 
part, is not required, the content has been designed to inform and guide 
users in fulfilling the requirements of both state and federal special 
education statutes and implementing regulations.. Connecticut school 
districts are encouraged to include this model manual as a foundational 
document on which to base the provision of a free appropriate public 
education (FAPE) to students with disabilities in the least restrictive 
environment (LRE) and in the development of professional learning 
opportunities for staff, families, and other educational stakeholders.  
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Special Education Procedures and 
Practices Manual  

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



Special Education Procedures and 
Practices Manual  

• Discussion 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



Special Education Leadership 
Support 

• LRP (connections, webinars, May institute) 
• Aspiring Leadership Program Planning  
• New Directors  
• Experienced Directors 
• General Education Administrators 
• PPT Process 
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Aspiring Leadership Program 

• Conceptual/Planning Phase 
• Statewide model/Goal 
• Steering Committee  

– Format/Audience/Topic/Needs/Location 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



New Director Series 

• Directors (Year 1-3)  
– 1 Full Day--October 

• Data (Back to School)  
• IDEA Grant 
• Other topics  

 
• December and February—All Directors 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 









Special Education Leadership 
Support 

• Special Education Director Leadership 
Series:  
– October (2 full days)/ ConnCASE 
– March (2 full days)/ ConnCASE 

• PPT Chair Training (Fall and Spring) 
– Day 1: Ed. Benefit/IEP/Parent Engagement 
– Day 2: PPT Facilitation   

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



7 Day Series 
• Meets 092 requirement (36 hours required 

special education course) 
– Day 1,2 : Multi-tiered Systems of Support 
– Day 3:     Inclusive Practices 
– Day 4      Gifted and Talented /Culturally Responsive  

          Family Engagement 
– Day 5:     Social Emotional Learning 
– Day 6:     Standards-based IEP Development      
                    Ed. Benefit Review Process 
– Day 7:     PPT Chair Training 
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New General Education 
Administrators 

• 2 day Orientation 
– Prior to Evaluation (Pre-Assessment) (Acronyms)  

• SRBI – Child Find (gifted and talented) 
– Procedures and Practices 
– FAPE/LRE 
– Restraint/Seclusion/Manifestation Determination/Discipline 
– Referral/Evaluation/Timelines/Eligibility 
– PPT Facilitation Strategies 
– Family Engagement/Partnerships 
– IEP Development (Ed Benefit)  

• Implementation  
• Monitoring Progress 
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Leadership Support 
PPT Process 

• Discussion  

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



Thank you for all that you do for our 
students! 

 
Bryan Klimkiewicz, Special Education Division Director  
Natalie Jones, Educational Consultant, Bureau of Special 
Education  
Stephen Proffitt, Director for Special Education Programs 
and Instructional Design, State Education Resource Center 
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